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The Police Department is working hard to reach parents of kids riding scooters, 4 wheelers,
and motorcycles. The reckless and irresponsible operation of these vehicles has become the
number one complaint we receive. Most kids are without helmets which aggravates the
situation. The operation of any untagged or off-road vehicle is prohibited anywhere within
the City limits. Operation in the Okeechobee Boulevard and adjacent wooded area is a
trespass offense as well. Warnings have so far gone unheeded. Therefore, citations, arrest,
and vehicle impoundment are the only options we have left. In the case of a violation by a
minor, the liability (arrest/citation) may rest with the parent or guardian. Please call the
Police Department at 863-983-1474 with any questions.

Dates to Remember:

Spring Cleaning — March 28 — “No Butts About It” - 8:00 a.m.—11:00 a.m.

Sugar Festival — April 10 and 11 — Visit www.clewistonsugarfestival.net for more information
April 16, 2015 — City Commission Workshop

April 20, 2015 — City Commission Meeting

Staff Reports

Community Development Director Reese reports:

e The new phone business, called Cricket, will be open this week. It is located at 301 East
Sugarland Hwy.

e Staff continues to compile information regarding Mobile Home Park operating permits.
Seven (7) of the eleven (11) park owners have submitted partial information pertaining to
their parks.

e Expect to see a lot of bicyclists riding US27/SR80 this weekend, March 28™ and 29" for
the 2" Annual Pan-Florida Challenge for Hungry Kids. The Pan-Florida Challenge takes
100 riders on a 160 mile ride over two (2) days from Naples to Palm Beach. Their goal is
to raise enough funds to feed 250,000 meals to hungry kids and end childhood hunger,
one meal at a time.

Police Chief Gutshall reports:
e Domestic violence has become a huge issue for us recently. There seems to be no given
reason for such a sharp jump in occurrence, just less tolerance among people in general.
We are working hard on multiple fronts to ease this issue. Greater awareness is a
possibility.
e Arrests across the board are up. DUI, suspended DL, domestic assault, and theft are the
big four.
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We are finalizing our operational plans for Sugar Festival. We expect the weekend to
flow smoothly as usual.
Following is a brief synopsis of the week’s activity:
1288 Commercial / Residential Security Checks
656  Complaints Investigated
73 Traffic Citations Issued
43 Arrests Made
6 City Ordinance Violations
71 Merchant Escorts
28 Red Light Violations
15 Alarms Responded To
4 Traffic Accidents Investigated

Public Works Director Scheffler reports:

Mosquito Control: The first ground mosquito treatment of the season was done Friday
night. The first air application of the season is scheduled just before the Sugar Festival.
Street Maintenance: (1) Staff painted curbs yellow on Ponce de Leon at “No Parking”
areas and the “Bull Nose” on Royal Palm at Balboa. Wheel stops and walk area in the
Chamber parking lot were also painted. (2) Staff is placing a fresh layer of red mulch in
Civic Park, Festival Grounds, Youth Center and Library. (3) Additional landscaping was
done at the Golf Course around the dumpster enclosure and lift station. (4) Dwarf
Oleander and Island Ficus were planted in the median on US27. (5) The local paving
contractor has completed the road repair on South Lopez.

Building Maintenance: (1) Four “Haz-Mat” storage tubes were installed at selected
locations in the Operations Yard. These tubes are painted orange and contain a rubber
mat designed to cover a storm drain inlet in the event of a hazardous spill, thus
preventing the infiltration into the drainage system and containing the spill. (2) Concrete
repairs were made in the monument area this week.

Spring Cleaning: All preparations for the March 28" event have been completed. All
that is left to do is for volunteers to show up, clean up, and have a good time.

Solid Waste Tipper Cart Sweep: Last week 32 locations were charged a “special service”
fee for failure to remove their tipper cart from the street after service. Residents are
required to remove their cart by dark on the day of service and place it at a location next
to their home that cannot be seen from the street. Staff will make another sweep next
month.

Recreaton Director Ramer reports:

The King’s Academy — Clewiston sent over their entire student body and staff earlier in
the week to show their “Community Spirit” and give back to America’s Sweetest Town.
53 students and 12 staff spread out throughout our community and picked up trash,
cleaned and spread over 10 tons of mulch in several parks around town! They also stuffed
1500 plastic eggs with candy for the Community Easter Egg Hunt next weekend.

2015 Miss Sugar Pageant will take place at the John Boy Auditorium Saturday March
28" beginning at 7:00 p.m.
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e The Clewiston Recreation Department and Everglades Lodge #548 will be hosting an
Easter Egg Hunt & a Movie Eggstravaganza on Saturday, April 4™ at the Sugarland
Sports Complex. The Easter Egg Hunt will start at 10:00 a.m. for ages 10 & younger.
The movie that we will be showing is “BIG HERO 6” at the John Boy Auditorium
starting at 1:00 p.m. Come out & bring your towels and/or blankets!

o Staff will meet Friday afternoon to discuss plans regarding staffing patterns, curriculum,
daily time goals, staff/CIT training days (babysitting, CPR and 1* Aid, City orientation,
physicals and drug screens), lifeguard certification classes (Basic and WSI) and field trip
activities for Summer Camp 2015 in both the City of Clewiston and the Harlem
Communities. We will begin accepting applications for Counselors, Lifeguards, CIT’s
and LIT’s April 1.

e We will begin cleaning the James Mason Pool and the C.S. Mott Pool beginning next
week and getting ready for DOH inspection tentatively scheduled for April 30th. Our
time-goal to open both pools is Memorial Day weekend May 23",

e Plans are being made and dates are being set for Fish Camp 2015 for Beginner, Advanced
and new this year, Family Weekend Fishing Seminars.

e Plans are being made to host a Softball Boot Camp and Showcase at Sugarland Sports
Complex the end of May.

e Negotiations have begun with Challenge Sports to host a 2-3 day national qualifying 3V3
Soccer Tournament in Clewiston at Sugarland Sports Complex during the summer.

e If you are interested in participating in an adult men’s and co-ed softball league this
spring, an adult co-ed volleyball league in the early summer or youth flag football and
AAU Track and Field during the late summer, please contact Andre at 983-1492.

e ZUMBA at the Youth Center on Monday, Wednesday, and Thursday evenings beginning
at 7:30 p.m. Contact Tanya (our Certified Instructor) directly at (914) 338-6577

e Go to www.clewistonrecreation.com to check us out and get information regarding all
your recreational needs.

Utilities Director Williams reports:

e The Water/Sewer crew are replacing the 2” water line between West Crescent and West
Circle. They replaced pumps at Corbin’s and Alabama lift stations and repaired the lift
station on South Berner Road. Repairs have been made to 13 of the 16 hydrants needing
repairs or replacement. One remains at the John Boy Auditorium and two in Harlem.
These are on the schedule to be repaired.

e Preparations are being made at the Sugar Festival grounds with the Electric crew making
upgrades to the electric supply and adding additional outlets and trimming trees. They
continue to straighten poles and tighten down guide wires around town.

e Asphalt repairs due to water/sewer line repairs have been made in the alley of the 300
block on E Sugarland Highway, Margaret Street, Georgia Avenue and 13" Street.

e Please remember to register with CodeRed (Reverse 911). This system allows us to
contact you in case of an emergency or with other informational announcements. You
may register by clicking on the CodeRed link at the bottom or the City‘s website page
www.clewiston-fl.gov. You may update your information at any time through the same
link.
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e If you are considering replacing your air conditioner or insulation, remember the City
offers a rebate program for those items. Most local contractors participate in the program
and can give you information. Your can also visit our website at www.clewiston-fl.gov or
call our office.

e DON’T FORGET TO SIGN UP FOR YOUR METER BASED SURGE PROTECTION!
Visit our office today.

e ONLINE UTILITY PAYMENT IS NOW AVAILABLE! Our Online Utility Website is
up and running. Payments can be made by credit or debit card. You can also review your
account activity, consumption history and request certain work orders. You can register
your account by visiting our website at www.clewiston-fl.gov.
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