For Your Information
FROM THE CITY MANAGER & STAFF
December 20, 2019

HAPPY HOLIDAYS FROM THE CITY OF CLEWISTON,
AMERICA’S SWEETEST TOWN
Solid waste collection will remain on the regular schedule through the Christmas
and New Year Holidays. Roll off bins will be placed throughout the community
for residents to dispose of their Christmas debris. Please do not place construction
debris, household garbage or yard clippings in these containers.

Dates to Remember
December 24-25, 2019 – Christmas Holiday – City Offices Closed
January 1, 2020 – New Year Holiday – City Offices Closed
January 16, 2020 – Golf Course Advisory Board Meeting – 11:00 a.m.
January 20, 2020 – Martin Luther King, Jr. Day – City Offices Closed
January 27, 2020 – City Commission Meeting – 5:00 p.m.
Office of the City Manager:
Citizens, Business Owners & Other Interested Parties:
Even during my brief tenure here as City Manager, it is already quite obvious to me the
importance that a healthy Lake Okeechobee has for this state as a whole, the entire South Florida
region and specifically the communities including Clewiston that in so many ways rely on the
Lake. For this FYI, I wanted to share a letter that conveys comments to the U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers from the City concerning a draft report prepared on behalf of the USACE concerning
Lake Okeechobee and specifically proposed reductions in the low and high Lake water levels
under consideration as explained in the comments. The City Commission unanimously
authorized the submission of comments at their December 16th meeting. If you have
observations on the document, I would welcome your feedback.

CITY OF CLEWISTON
115 WEST VENTURA AVENUE
TELEPHONE 983-1484
AREA CODE 863

FAX 983-4055
AREACODE 863

CLEWISTON, FL 33440

December 18, 2019

Dr. Gretchen Ehlinger

US. Army Corps of Engineers Jacksonville District
P.O. Box 4970
Jacksonville, FL 32232-0019
Re: RECOVER Lake 0 Stage Envelope PM Comments
Dear Dr. Ehlinger:
On behalf of the City of Clewiston Board of Commissioners, I am writing to submit comments on
the draft RECOVER Lake Okeechobee Stage Envelope Performance Measure which was
published online on December 5, 2019. In a regular meeting held on December 16, 2019, the
City Commission unanimously authorized the filing of this response to the US. Army Corps of
Engineers (USACE). In keeping with the preferences of the USACE solicitation and guidance, the
City’s comments that follow attempt to reference the page numbers when applicable to
expedite the review process.
As an overall observation, the timing of the RECOVER effort should be questioned. Why is the
USACE pursuing modifications so quickly? We understand the desire to use the new
performance measure to evaluate the Lake Okeechobee Systems Operations Manual (LOSOM)
alternative choices, but it seems more science and public discussion should happen first. Since
the Herbert Hoover Dike strengthening project is scheduled for completion in 2022, it is relevant
and should also be considered. The federal government is investing approximately $1.0 billion
in the infrastructure, so any reduction in Lake levels seems to be inconsistent with the improved
capability of handling more water. The Lake and its ecology as well as our region all need water.
The repairs help accomplish this goal.
With the population growth in Florida increasing at approximately 1,000 people daily and the
fact that the bulk of this growth is projected for South Florida, it is reasonable to assume that
the need for water quantity will increase accordingly thus putting more pressure on the Lake as
a supply source. The Florida Office of Economic & Demographic Research (EDR) supports this
statement in the findings of their 2019 assessment of Florida’s water resources and
conservation lands. The report in part states: “Regarding water resources, according to the
water management districts, water demand is projected to increase by 17 percent in the next 20
years and reach 7,515.9 millions of gallons daily by 2035
Florida’s future growth is an
.
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objective of the Everglades restoration program, so we can all share benefits from all
infrastructure that stores water and make it available for later. These points made, there does
not appear to be adequate scientific justification to change the current Lake performance
measures and ill-advised to lower Lake water levels.
USACE publications in June, 2019 on this topic state that “The LOSOM study will also consider
the future Comprehensive Everglades Restoration Plan (CERP) infrastructure that will provide
additional flexibility for lake operation.” RECOVER appears to be primarily focused on changing
the performance measure, but not showing results from scientific studies related to both the
high end and low end of operations and the flexibility added by the repaired Dike. By the
USACE’s own acknowledgement, “...Lake Okeechobee is also the keystone in the flood
protection and water supply system.” To make a judgment that Lake water levels be lowered by
any amount before firm science is publicly discussed is premature. Absent this, the LOSOM
process should stick with the existing Lake stage performance measure. To do otherwise is not
acceptable in the view of many constituencies who rely upon the Lake.
It is appreciated that the USACE evaluation is based on the 52 year hydrograph of Lake stages
(Page 8 of 15), but, the 15 page published report includes only references to studies and simply
acknowledges the research. Nonetheless, the report recommends a 0.5 foot reduction on the
low level and high level each with the lone stated justification (page 13 of 15) being “Adjusted
approximately 0.5 ft lower to align with originally cited research that specified 12.0 ft and 15 ft
as low and high targets, rather than 12.5 ft and 15.5 ft.” If this was “originally cited research
that specified” the lower levels, why has the USACE and the current Lake Okeechobee Stage
Envelope performance measure been set at the higher levels all these years? What was the
justification for the higher levels then and what has changed? This is confusing to the reader
especially without the specific research being cited or made a part of the report.
To further elaborate on this question of why the current levels are 12.5 ft and 15.5 ft, Section
2.0 Justification (page 1 of 15), states that “A wide body of published research (summarized in
Havens 2002) documents the benefits of seasonally variable water levels within the range of
12.0 ft as a June-July low and 15.Oft as a November-January high, on the plant and animal
communities of Lake Okeechobee.” The section goes on to reference 1995 and 2004 litigation
and 2002 Havens research. All this information was known when the current higher limits were
established. The report does not reference any more recent research that justifies the lowering
of the levels now as proposed. If such information exists, it should be referenced as the
justification. Additionally, there does not appear to be any analysis that the proposed 0.5 ft
reduction in low and high limits will have any quantifiable positive impact on plant and/or
animal species. On the contrary, there is also no analysis listed of the negative implications on
water quantity that the lower proposed levels will have on water supply. This should be easily
quantifiable based on the amount of water that 0.5 ft constitutes for the entirety of the lake.
Why does the report not analyze this impact on the USACE ability to meet water demands
downstream? Again, water should be kept in the Lake to benefit its environment and all the
people and resources that rely on it.
...

...
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Section 4.3 Uncertainty (page 12 of 15), acknowledges that “There has not been a formal
uncertainty analysis of this performance measure. There is a known amount of uncertainty
associated with lake stages predicted by the RSM-BN model, and an unknown amount of
uncertainty associated with how seasonal variation in lake stage affects various components of
the lake’s plant/animal community.” This language is not surprising in the sense that
uncertainty is expected when there are so many variables that affect the Lake and its ecology,
but since the point is raised in the report, why has there not been a “formal uncertainty
analysis” done and is this the norm for reports/studies with this significant an impact? Without
an uncertainty analysis, it seems much too risky to propose a lower Lake stage envelope. We
certainly cannot rely upon rain coming at the time we desire it. Specifically, with regard to the
“plant/animal community”, would such an analysis not be advisable given the concerns widely
expressed on environmental considerations in general and impacts on species such as the
endangered snail kite which apparently has not been observed in the last couple of years.
The report references the impact on animal populations as follows: (page 2 of 15) “Extreme low
stages (<10 ft) also have multiple negative impacts to lake health.” “Low lake stages also result
in direct losses of habitat that can severely limit or even eliminate entire breeding seasons for
many species of fish and wildlife.” The same report section also states “Ecological recovery from
extreme lake stages can be slow, requiring multiple years of appropriate stage regime to
recover.” Given that the HHD project is improving safety on the high end of lake elevations thus
reducing some of the risks associated with extreme high elevations, why would the USACE risk
such impacts as those referenced in this section by lowering levels at this time as proposed?
Further, what are the recognized benefits of lowering the levels as proposed?
A final observation is that the two week comment period for this report is deemed too short to
solicit adequate input on such an important and intricate set of variables especially when
considering its release such that the deadline is just before the holiday season which will likely
adversely impact on the amount and depth of the comments submitted.
In conclusion, the City of Clewiston is deeply concerned about this topic and the health of Lake
Okeechobee and would welcome the opportunity to further collaborate with USACE officials on
next steps to consider improvements to the LOSOM process going forward including any
additional studies and reports such as the RECOVER effort.

City officials look forward to

partnering with all stakeholders to this end.
In advance, thank you for your consideration of these comments. The City Commission eagerly
awaits your consideration and response.

Randy

Manager
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pc: U.S. Senator Marco Rubio
U.S. Senator Rick Scott
U.S. Representative Mario Diaz-Balart
Florida Senator Kathleen Passidomo
Florida Representative Byron Donalds
Hendry County Board of Commissioners
Clewiston Board of Commissioners
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In closing, as we rapidly approach the Christmas Holiday and venture into the New Year 2020, I
wish everyone a happy and prosperous holiday season. Like so many of you, I cherish this time
of year to focus on family, the reasons for the season and to reflect on the past and what lies
ahead. For those of you travelling like me to be with family, be safe in your travels and I look
forward to seeing everyone upon our return home to Clewiston.
Thank you for your continued support and interest in the City of Clewiston,
Randy Martin
Staff Reports
Library Director Natasha Hayes reports:
 Over the past two weeks, the Library was accessed for normal operating business and
meeting space for the community. There was a total of 60 individual meetings held.
 Library staff provided ready reference assistance directly to 202 patrons along with daily
routine services which included circulation of materials, computer assistance and
programming.
 On December 5th, Outreach Storytime session was held at Discovery Preschools. There
was a total of 19 children in attendance.
 On December 11th and 18th, we held Storytime session at 9:30 a.m. There was a total of
30 children from Little Disciples Preschool and Covenant Academy Preschool. The
children also worked in the computer lab on the reading programs (i.e. Lexia and
abcmouse.com). These programs enhance and contribute to their fluency along with
providing hands on practice with computers.
 Lego Club was held on December 5th and December 12th with a total of 19 participants.
Lego Club is held each Thursday from 3:30 - 4:30 p.m. as library staff is continuing to
bring in additional Lego kits and building supplies.
 The library’s computer lab was accessed and used by a total of 8 patrons. Patrons needing
a quiet place to use the computer are welcome to use the computer lab along with the
computers located on the main floor of the library.
 On December 10th, Tweens & Teens was held from 3:30 – 4:00 p.m. with a total of 16
participants (14 children and 2 adults).
 We welcome the community to stop in and admire the beauty of the naturally handcrafted
decorations created by The Clewiston Green Thumb Garden Club; you can smell the
season as you walk in the door.
 If any school or center would like to have the library come to them to provide Storytime,
please contact the library as we would like to provide literacy services to those in the
community who are unable to come to the library.
 The Clewiston Public Library Holiday Hours are as follows:
December 23rd, 26th, 27th, 30th and 31st
9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.
nd
rd
January 2 and 3
9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.
December 28th and January 4th
9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.
th
th
st
December 24 , 25 and January 1
Closed
 The Clewiston Public Library Staff would like to wish everyone a safe and happy
holiday.



There are no weekly activities from December 16, 2019 through January 2, 2020.
Weekly activities will resume on January 8, 2020.

Public Works Director Sean Scheffler reports:
 If you have any recreational needs or questions, please drop by City Hall from
8:00am to 5:00pm or call 863-983-1484.
 Mosquito Control: All traps are catching less than 100 mosquitoes. A ground mission
was run on Tuesday, December 10th. Another ground mission is scheduled for December
23rd or 24th.
 Project Updates:
o The new Ventura Sidewalk Project is under construction. Crews are setting
elevations, pouring concrete and compacting aprons in preparation to pave.
o The construction of the “Welcome” signs are progressing.
o Work on the levee cut off wall has begun. Please be aware of a lot of big dump
trucks.
o Sidewalks on the south side of US27 from Wendy’s to San Luiz and from San Luiz to
Alverdez and on the north side of US27 from McDonalds to Berner Road have a
projected construction start date of FY 2022/2023.
o Staff is seeking ¾ of a mile of sidewalk through a FDOT SRTS grant.
o Sidewalk projects on the east side of Ponce de Leon from US27 to Balboa and on the
west side of Royal Palm from US27 to Avenida del Rio are in the design phase.
 Parks Department Activities:
o Staff is gearing up to get ready for this winter’s fishing tournaments.
o Installed a new ADA compliant drinking water fountain in the Trinidad Park.
o Installed a family size grill in the Trinidad Park just south of the large picnic pavilion.
o Cleaned, oiled and adjusted the net cables on the tennis courts.
 Street Division Activities:
o Installed four steel bollards around the fence dumpster enclosure at the John Boy
Auditorium.
o Replaced 40 feet of pipe and cleaned 250 linear feet of pipe in the 400 Block of West
Haiti Street.
o Built one inlet.
 Facility Maintenance Activities:
o Repaired and replaced lights in the boat basin bathrooms.
o Electric crew performed service on the tennis court lights.
o Replaced ballast and lamps in the John Boy Auditorium.
Golf Course Director Robbie Rush reports:
 Get all information of what’s going on at Clewiston Golf Course Facebook.
 Get on our E-mail list by going to the City of Clewiston website. Go to the golf course
division and at the bottom of the page you can sign-up on Constant Contact and get all
Clewiston Golf Course information.
 His Vision Our Hands Golf Tournament was December 7, 2019. 80 players
participated and raised money for the elderly. The tournament in its 7th year has raised
$65,000.












Gators vs World Tournament happened December 13-15, 2019. The World Team won
for the fifth consecutive year 13 to 10 ½.
Seminole Tribe of Florida had their Annual Chair Cup on December 18, 2019.
Clewiston Golf Course Men’s Club Championship is scheduled for December 28,
2019. Sign-up is in the golf shop.
Deputy Brian Haas Tournament is scheduled for January 18, 2020.
The Clewiston Golf Course will be closed on December 25, 2019 Christmas Day. The
golf course during the season from the end of November to May is open every day except
Thanksgiving Day and Christmas Day.
Golf Shop Hours are 7:15am-5:00pm. The first tee time is 7:30am.
Golf Carts must be in at 5:45pm.
Walking is permitted all day at the golf course now. Tee Time is a must.
New season merchandise is in the golf shop now. Come in and get a Christmas gift for
the golfer in your family.
For more information call golf shop 863-983-1448.

Utilities Director Danny Williams reports:
 Electric Crew Activities
o Repaired 15 street lights;
o removed vegetation from power lines;
o installed underground primary cable at Sonny’s for feed loop;
o located underground cable for contractors;
o repaired underground service;
o removed current transformer on transformer 1 at substation;
o changed nitrogen bottle on transformer 1;
o spread weed suppressant in substation yard;
o repaired wire on cutout at the sewer plant;
o changed fuse on 13th Street distribution line;
o installed 2 new security lights;
o installed 4’ junction box on San Luiz Ave. for primary cable.
 Water Sewer Crew Activities
o Repaired lift station pumps at two lift stations;
o repaired water break;
o changed out three water meters.
 Customer Service Department
o We offer several bill paying options; please visit or call the office at 983-1454 if
you’d like to learn more!
o Please remember to register with CodeRed (Reverse 911). This system allows us
to contact you in case of an emergency or with other informational announcements.
You may register by clicking on the CodeRed link at the bottom of the City‘s website
page www.clewiston-fl.gov. You may update your information at any time through
the same link.
o If you are considering replacing your air conditioner or insulation, remember the City
offers a rebate program for those items. Most local contractors participate in the
program and can give you information. You can also visit our website at
www.clewiston-fl.gov or call our office.

o Don’t forget to sign up for your meter based surge protection! Visit our office
today.
PLEASE BE AWARE OF UTILITY PAYMENT SCAMS: Scam artists are calling Utility
customers posing as employees of Clewiston Utilities and threatening disconnection of
services if payment is not made immediately. Please be aware:
1) Clewiston Utilities will NEVER request you to purchase money cards or gift cards
to pay your account over the phone.
2) Clewiston Utilities will NEVER contact our customers on the weekend and threaten
disconnection of services.
3) Clewiston Utilities will NEVER speak to our customers in a threatening tone.
If you feel you have been a victim of this scam, please contact Clewiston Utilities to verify
the call or the Clewiston Police Department and file a report.

