For Your Information
FROM THE CITY MANAGER & STAFF
May 5, 2022

The City of Clewiston’s 2021 Employees of the Year were recognized by the City
Commission at the April 18, 2022 Commission Meeting. Front row, left to right,
Danny Williams, David Germany, Tunisia Cohens, Ashley Smith and Joel Sims.
Dates to Remember
May 16, 2022 – City Commission Meeting
May 18, 2022 – Special Magistrate Hearing
May 19, 2022 – Golf Course Advisory Board Meeting
May 23, 2022 – City Commission Workshop
May 30, 2022 – Memorial Day Holiday – City Offices Closed
Office of the City Manager:
Citizens, Business Owners & Other Interested Parties:
As each of you are aware, the City of Clewiston provides essential electric utility services within
and outside the city limits to all types of customers including residential, commercial, industrial
and institutional. The city is actively striving to improve its overall customer service and the
reliability and resilience of its electric distribution system in a number of ways over the next year
or so specifically including the previously highlighted initiative recently begun to replace all
utility meters. Among other enhancements, customers will be able to independently obtain
information in real time on their account utility usage, billing status and other relevant criteria
through a robust new website presence once the automated metering infrastructure project is
complete. As the project progresses, more information will be forthcoming to utility customers
elaborating on the benefits of this effort. This is the good news for this update.
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In the not so good news category, electric utility service costs of late are escalating in a manner
not anticipated during budget projections, or in some aspects, not experienced in decades. As
most of you are aware, the City of Clewiston is one of 31 municipal member owners of the
Florida Municipal Power Agency (FMPA) which is the source of the city’s wholesale electric
power supply. FMPA has recently advised member municipalities of their prognosis for the
foreseeable future regarding energy costs. The agency reports that: “High energy costs are
impacting everyone, including utilities. Fuel prices have more than doubled, and supply chain
related constraints are delaying or cancelling renewable energy projects. These issues are
creating many challenges for public utility services to continue providing affordable, reliable and
clean power.”
Reflecting on these observations, the agency continues by offering the following key messaging:
 Florida municipal utilities are competitive with other electric utility providers including
investor owned systems. (NOTE: Local management’s analysis of a February, 2022
report of Florida municipal providers indicates that the Clewiston base electric rate was
almost $30.00 less per month than the investor-owned utilities included in the analysis,
which were Florida Power & Light and Duke Energy, for 1,000 kWh of usage.
Clewiston was approximately $14.00 less per month than the municipal average in
Florida and ranked as one of the lowest rates among the individual municipalities).
 Florida’s electric utilities use natural gas to generate the majority of their electricity
because it is reliable, efficient and a relatively clean fuel source.
 Natural gas prices have doubled in the last year, increasing power bills in Florida by 715%.
 Fuel is a cost that is passed on to the customer as a specific line item on bills, separate
from the base rate that covers other costs for electricity generation.
 Consumer prices rose 8.5% in March to their highest level in more than 40 years.
 The average American family has spent 11% more on their utility bill than they did a year
ago, due to the rising costs (referenced source: U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics updated
monthly – as of 4/12/22).
 FMPA member cities including Clewiston are working with FMPA to optimize the
agency’s power plants and operations to keep costs as low as possible. This includes
paying for natural gas at discounted rates and selling excess power generation to other
cities.
 Expect to see higher prices until America can increase natural gas production or customer
demand decreases.
As a quick review of your electric bill will attest, multiple components comprise the charges
which collectively impact upon total cost. Of course, the most obvious is the amount of
electricity consumed. During warm weather, customers typically use more electricity
particularly to operate air conditioning systems. To generate that electricity, as observed above,
municipal providers primarily rely upon natural gas as the preferred fuel source. The rapid
increase in the price of natural gas over the last year is directly passed on to customers in the
form of a power cost adjustment (PCA) on your bill.
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The City of Clewiston certainly understands that customers do not want to pay more for
electricity. The City intends to continue working with FMPA to deliver quality reliable power at
the least cost practical. Customers can do their part by managing energy usage especially during
these challenging times. For example, industry experts suggest maintaining your thermostat
temperature at 78 degrees Fahrenheit during the warm months and 68 degrees Fahrenheit in mild
weather. Additionally, setting the thermostat to a higher temperature while the house is empty –
especially during the hot summer months – can help you save up to 17% each month on your
bill. FMPA further suggests that you can also help the cause by contacting your federal
representatives to share your opinions on your power bill and request consideration of larger
federal investments into natural gas infrastructure.
Trust that your City representatives will continue to be actively engaged in the process and
further advise of significant developments as we collectively face the uncertainties that lie ahead.
Thank you for your continued support and interest in the City of Clewiston.
Randy Martin
Staff Reports
Golf Course Director Robbie Rush reports:
 Get all information of what’s going on at Clewiston Golf Course Facebook.
 Get on our E-mail list by going to the City of Clewiston Website. Go to the golf course
division and at the bottom of the page you can sign-up on Constant Contact and get all
Clewiston Golf Course information.
 Golf Shop Hours are 7:15am-5:00pm. The first tee time is 7:30am. Carts are due in at
5:45pm daily. The golf course is open 7 days a week. Tee Times are required. Contact
golf shop at 863-983-1448.
 Clewiston Golf Course has a driving range. The driving range has lights which means
you can hit golf balls after (Night Time) hours. Tokens for the range ball machine can be
purchased in the golf shop or the Clewiston Police Department after hours.
 Golf lessons and Club Repairs are available at the club from PGA Professional Robbie
Rush. Contact golf shop at 863-983-1448.
 Monday Special after 12pm 18 holes with cart $30.00 plus tax per person.
 Walking is permitted all day.
For more information call the golf shop 863-983-1448
Community Development Director/Fire Chief Travis Reese reports:
 A new restaurant is coming soon! Punto Rojo Restaurant & Bakery Corp will be moving
into the building formerly occupied by Staghorn Restaurant. They will be featuring
Columbian cuisine.
 Chief Reese would like to remind all citizens that the Burn Ban is still in effect for all of
Hendry County despite the recent rain.
 Work is progressing in Commerce Park at the new furniture factory. The foundation is
elevated to allow the unloading of materials and loading of finished furniture.
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The 1940’s building of Alan Jay Dealership, located at the corner of Commercio and
Sugarland Hwy has been demolished making way for a brand new shiny showroom.
As summer approaches residents seem to be anticipating sunny hot days with an increase
in pool permits being pulled.

Library Director Natasha Hayes reports:
 Library staff provided ready reference/computer assistance, circulation activities, and
patron programming to 937 patrons this month.
 This month’s programming activities have included:
o Virtual Anime Club This club is continuing to grow. We invite tweens and teens to join us
every Monday at 3:30 p.m. to join in on the fun. We will be watching
anime provided courtesy of Crunchyroll and talking about your favorite
manga.
o On April 13th, we had an amazing turnout for Nailed it! Snack decorating. Our
patrons had such a great time decorating flower pot pudding cups.
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o LEGO Club was held on Thursday, April 21st. This month’s challenge was to
build with an ocean theme. Stop in, take part in the challenges, and create your
very own masterpiece to put on display here in the library.



The Adult book Club met on April 25th to discuss “Midnight at the Blackbird” written by
Heather Webber. Come join the fun at our next TWO meetings: Monday, May 23rd at
2:00 p.m. and 5:15 p.m. to discuss the newest book club title, “West with Giraffes” by
Lynda Ruttledge. With lively discussions, this group truly enjoys their meetings as they
exchange their thoughts about each new title.
HIGHLIGHTED PROGRAMS AND EVENTS:



SPhero SPRK + VR
o Wednesday, May 4th at 3:30 p.m. Come play and interact with tons of fun,
interactive and educational games using Spheros and the Virtual Reality Headset.



Tweens & Teens Tech: Experience Virtual Reality (VR) at the Clewiston library. Join
us on Thursday, May 5th at 3:30 p.m. and on Tuesday, May 10th at 3:30 p.m. Come learn
how to use the Oculus rift equipment, all the while traveling and immersing yourself in
another world. Recommended for ages 12 and up. Space is limited! Register at
library@clewiston-fl.gov
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Free Comic Book Day is just around the corner. Come by the library between 10:00
a.m. and 12:00 p.m. on Saturday, May 7th for fun activities, Superhero diamond painting,
and comics (while supplies last). Costumes encouraged!



NEW OPPORTUNITY: Beginning last month, a new career certification track became
available through Career Online High School: Introduction to Manufacturing! This is
one of the many career certifications available to those who enroll. The Career Online
High School program allows individuals to earn an accredited high school diploma for
FREE and at your own pace within the comfort of your own home or anywhere internet
access is available. Participants finish not only with their high school diploma but also
with a career certification and the tools needed to succeed in their chosen field.
Applicants who successfully complete the following will be considered for enrollment:
an “Are You Ready Survey,” a prerequisite course, and an in-person interview at the
Clewiston Library. Learn more about the program, including how to enroll and available
scholarship opportunities, visit http://www.hendrylibraries.org or call the Clewiston
Public Library at 863-983-1493. Your future is free and only 1 call away!
Needing a computer at home or a laptop to travel with? The Clewiston and Barron
Libraries have partnered with Komputers for Kids which is able to provide you an entire
desktop computer for as low as $40 (tower, flat screen monitor, mouse, and keyboard
included)-wifi card is available for only $15 and laptops as low as $75.00. Stop in at
either branch to check the inventory that is available.
Need a place to hold a meeting? What about a computer lab to host your
organization’s/company’s training? The Clewiston Library offers a classroom and
computer lab with a total of 16 computers for use. For more information or to secure the
room, please stop in or call the library at any time.
If you have not done so already, please join our Facebook page (Clewiston Public
Library) in order to remain up to date on the library’s events and programs.







Recap of Upcoming Events:
 Anime Club Via Zoom – Monday, May 2nd at 3:30 p.m.
 Medicare 101 with Medicare Part B Via Zoom– Wednesday, May 4th at 12:00 p.m.
 Tech-A-Palooza (Spheros and Virtual Reality) – Wednesday, May 4th at 3:30 p.m.
 Virtual Reality – Thursday, May 5th at 3:30 p.m.
 Free Comic Book Day – Saturday, May 7th at 10:00 a.m. -12:00 p.m.
 Anime Club Via Zoom – Monday, May 9th at 3:30 p.m.
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Virtual Reality – Tuesday, May 10th at 3:30 p.m.
Medicare Financial Assistance – Wednesday, May 11th at 12:00 p.m.
Anime Club Via Zoom – Monday, May 16th at 3:30 p.m.
Medicare Part C Via Zoom– Wednesday, May 18th at 12:00 p.m.
LEGO Club – Thursday, May 19th at 3:45 p.m.
Book Club – Monday, May 23rd at 2:00 & 5:15 p.m.
Anime Club Via Zoom – Monday, May 23rd at 3:30 p.m.
Medicare Part D – Tuesday, May 24th at 12:00 p.m.
CLOSED – Monday, May 30th

Code Enforcement Officer Debbie Clay reports:

ALL CONTAMINATED WASTE PILES
REQUIRES SCHEDULING OF A SPECIAL PICK UP SERVICE THROUGH PUBLIC WORKS
863-983-1471
Article VI. – Solid Waste
Division 1. – Generally

Article VI. – Solid Waste
Division 1. – Generally
Sec. 74-170. – Prohibitions
(b) Unauthorized placement. The placement or scattering of yard clippings, tree limbs and/or other refuse in or
upon street gutters and/or the street surface, or drainage canal banks is hereby declared a nuisance and a danger
to storm drainage control and shall be prohibited.
Sec. 74-187. Collection scheduling and placement
(b) Horticulture waste.
(1)The city will collect on weekly basis one pile of horticulture waste, including limbs, trimmings, and cuttings, not
to exceed the volume dimensions which measure four feet by four feet by eight feet. Limbs shall not exceed eight
feet in length and four inches in diameter. Bushy limbs shall be cut apart and trimmed to lay flat. Persons placing
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wastes for collection which exceed these standards shall coordinate with the public works department for proper
removal as a special pickup service.
(2)Horticulture waste shall be placed for collection immediately adjacent to the premises producing such wastes, but
not upon the paved street, sidewalk, storm gutter or canal bank. The city will not be responsible for damage to
sprinkler systems, sprinkler heads, water meters and other objects, including fences, gates and hedges, other
plants and trees damaged due to horticulture waste being placed over or piled on or against such items as a result
of being placed there for collection by the occupants and/or owner of the property.
(3)No horticulture waste shall be placed for collection against or within ten feet of any wall, fence, vehicle, electric
pole, down guys, utility lines, traffic control device, telephone interface junction panel, water valve box,
manhole, tree, or any other obstruction so as to impede collection.
(4)No garbage or other solid waste materials shall be placed for collection commingled with horticulture waste.
Commingled waste of this nature shall constitute a contaminated waste pile and will only be removed by special
pickup service.
(5)Waste placed for collection in violation of any section of this article shall be tagged with written notice stating
that the occupant of the premises must remove same within 48 hours; if the occupant fails to remove the waste,
the city will pick up this accumulation and the occupant will be charged for a special pickup service. The special
pickup fee will be charged with the occupant's monthly utility bill.
(e) Special pickup. A special pickup is a collection service for items not authorized on a regular collection schedule.
Such pickups include, but are not limited to, the following:
(1)All bulky wastes and white goods exceeding size thresholds;
(2)Contaminated horticulture waste piles (Contaminated waste pile means a horticulture waste pile containing any
material other than bagged grass and leaves, tree limbs, palm fronds, and shrubbery cuttings incident to the care
of lawn and gardens. Collection of contaminated waste requires scheduling of a special pickup service.); and
(3)Any other unacceptable residential waste as determined by the public works director.
Special pickups will be coordinated by the resident and the public works department as to time, place, date and
items to be picked up. A minimum fee, found in appendix A to this Code, will be charged. The director of public
works or his designee shall charge an additional amount above the minimum based on excessive volume,
difficulty of collection, and other relevant factors. This fee shall be charged with the customer's next regular
utility bill.
Both our Public Works and Code Enforcement personnel will continue focused enforcement on this ordinance as
well as continued enforcement of all City of Clewiston Ordinance.
The complete City of Clewiston Ordinances is available online and may be accessed utilizing the City of Clewiston
website: https://www.clewiston-fl.gov/ or Municode Library website:
https://library.municode.com/fl/clewiston/codes/code_of_ordinances
If you have any questions about how to achieve/maintain compliance with this or any other City of Clewiston
Ordinance you may contact our office at 863-983-1454 extension 309.
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Police Chief Tom Lewis reports:
Police Department
On April 11, 2022, the Police Department was proud to have a badge pinning ceremony for its two
newest officers, Raul Garza and James Estiverne.
They were joined by their families, who came out
to support them as they venture into their new
careers. Please join us in welcoming them and
their families as part of our new extended family.
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On April 18, 2022, the City Commission approved the department’s partnership with the United
Way in their ReUnite program. Our patrol officers come across individuals in our community
that have cognitive issues, Alzheimer’s, Dementia, or become
confused. We also have children in our community that can
experience becoming lost. When we investigate missing persons
cases, we often rely on canines to perform scent tracking during
the initial stages. To assist in that effort, the United Way has
secured funding for their program, ReUnite. After a referral, the
United Way will contact the person, complete a simple application, and provide the person with
a Scent Preservation Kit. The kit is always kept in the individual home. In cases where the
person goes missing, we would be aware as a partner agency that a kit is available and would be
able to provide the scent kit to the canine team assisting us. This is a cost-free program to the
City of Clewiston and to the citizen and the scent kit is good for 10 years.
If you know of someone that can benefit from this program, please reach out to a member of the
police department and we will assist in facilitating the process.

Animal Services
In the month of April 2022, Animal Services reported the intake of 1 snake, 1 bird, 114 cats and
64 dogs.
On April 14, 2022, high school students from Clewiston Christian School
volunteered at the shelter. What an amazing group of future leaders. It's
clear that our parents and teachers are instilling great work ethic, morals
and values into these young adults. A huge thank you to all of those
involved.
We encourage members of the public to visit the shelter and find your furever
pet
and
to
visit
our
Facebook
page
at
https://www.facebook.com/ClewistonAnimalControl, where you can see
the latest news and pictures of our four-legged friends.
Highlighted Training
On April 19, 2002 through April 22, 2022, Animal Control Officer Jayleen Rodriguez and
Kennel Technician Abagail Colston attended the Humane Society of the
United States’ 2022 Animal Care Expo in Orlando, Florida. Animal Care
Expo is the largest international educational conference and trade show
for animal welfare professionals. Experts from all aspects of animal
welfare taught about the latest programs and shared best practices. The
conference featured an international trade show promoting the latest
animal care products and services as well as eleven workshop tracks and
learning labs.
On April 25, 2002 through April 29, 2022, Detective Williams and Officer Myers attended the
Southwest Florida Public Safety Academy’s Adult Sex Crimes course. The course is for newer
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investigators to understand the problematic, legal, investigative, and evidentiary aspects of sex
crimes.
Other News
Starting on April 25, 2022, members of the police department began painting the exterior of the
building. Next phases of the exterior project will include landscaping, lighting, and a few other
modern touches. Stay tuned for the final unveiling of the new look.
On April 26, 2022, Chief Lewis gave an ethics presentation as well as an employability
presentation to separate Criminal Justice Classes at LaBelle High
School. What an amazing, intelligent group of students. Our future
is looking very bright in Hendry County.
On April 27, 2022, Chief Lewis participated as an interview rater
for potential officers of the Future Farmers of America. The
interviews were hosted at Clewiston High School library.
On April 27, 2022, the Clewiston Police Department T-Ballers
took on their last competitor of the season. At the end of the game,
the team and their families were invited to come back to the police department for pizza and
drinks to celebrate their undefeated season!
On April 28, 2022, Sergeant Scruggs and Officer Garza gave a
Stranger Danger presentation to a young class of students at
Clewiston Christian School. As part of the presentation, they got
to check out our new police car and play with the lights and
siren.

General Services Director Williams reports:
The 2022 hurricane season is fast approaching! After a storm passes, your safety is our number
one priority. While we are working to restore your power, here is what you can do to stay safe.
Always assume downed power lines are energized. If you see a downed power line, stay away
and call 911 or your local utility immediately. Keep away from standing water and debris. They
might hide downed power lines. Use caution while driving. Power outages may cause traffic
signals to stop working. Treat intersections where traffic lights may be out as a four-way stop
and proceed with caution. Finally, avoid areas where our crews are working. Please know that
our crews are working quickly and safely to restore your power.


Electric Crew Activities:
o Restored power after palm frond caused outage
o set 12 distribution poles for new power line to sewer plant
o ran new underground service on Saginaw Avenue
o removed streetlight pole on Ventura Avenue for new drainage installation
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repaired street lights around town
installed new light at Francisco & Sonora
spread weed suppression at distribution substation
removed cutout and replaced with jumper lead on Alverdez
installed new net meter on Mississippi Street
repaired underground service on E Trinidad
repaired downed primary line on Sonora by high school
repaired underground service on Bayberry Loop
transported transfer switch to sewer plant
hooked up 5 security lights for business on El Paso
helped Clewiston Christian School with their annual egg drop
o checked voltages for all 51 lift stations
Water Sewer Crew Activities:
o changed three water meters,
o made emergency repairs to 4” sewer line,
o performed maintenance on collections system pumps
Customer Service Department
o Your Utility partners with customers to bring renewable power to the electric grid. If
you’d like to learn more about net metering, please visit the FTC consumer
information site at https://www.consumer.ftc.gov/articles/0532-solar-power-yourhome .
o Please remember to register with CodeRed (Reverse 911). This system allows us to
contact you in case of an emergency or with other informational announcements.
You may register by clicking on the CodeRed link at the bottom of the City‘s website
page www.clewiston-fl.gov . You may update your information at any time through
the same link.
o If you are considering replacing your air conditioner or attic insulation, remember the
City offers a rebate program for those items. Most local contractors participate in the
program and can give you more information. You can also visit our website at
www.clewiston-fl.gov or call our office.
o IT’S LIGHTNING SEASON! Don’t forget to sign up for your meter based surge
protection! Visit our office today.
o ONLINE BILL PAY IS AVAILABLE on our web site at www.clewiston-fl.gov or
www.municipalonlinepayments.com/clewistonfl.
Facility Maintenance: Staff performed the following facility repairs and maintenance
this month:
o repairs to a water fountain, leader score board and board slide for a culvert for the
water irrigation system at Golf course
o Library, Operations Building and Animal control fixture repair or lighting
replacement
o a new Fire protection system installed in the Operations building.
o a water leak repair at the Fire House.
o repairs to the sprinkler system on Central Avenue
o an electrical breaker issue, and an air conditioning issue, at the Sikes Park facility.
o repair to a broken water pipe at concession stand 2 on the little quad on the Ball
Fields.
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
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eight air conditioning repairs
replaced a roof for the chlorine tank at the Waste Water Treatment Plant.
installation of an outdoor awning over the back door at the Youth Center.
assisted the Clewiston Christian School paint the picnic tables at the levee area and
pick up litter.
o refurbished the City Hall atrium pond.
o cleaned all of the gutters at Sikes Park.
Street Division:
o assisted the Solid Waste Department to keep our streets clean of debris piles.
o repaired and replaced street signs where needed.
o our sign shop made eight special signs for our Police Department
o staff mowed the area around the Main Street sub and some of our Mosquito Control
stations
Solid Waste:
o trash collection continues despite mechanical issues with equipment.
o our park garbage cans are emptied and recyclables collected from our city properties.
Ball Fields: With the season coming to an end, all of our Ball teams enjoyed themselves
and had a very good year.
Recreation:
o Reservations for the Youth Center have begun and will continue until the YMCA
Youth summer camp program begins in late May.
o repairs were completed to the Splash Pad sprinkler system.
o weed suppression and mulching continues at our city parks
Central Garage: Staff continue to keep all of the city equipment running despite part
shortages.
o
o
o
o
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